THE  LETTERS  OF  KING  HENRY   VIII

that they had not been empowered to conclude anything at all.
Hence a letter of indignant protest, from which the following
is a substantial extract. After the ambassadors had been asked
to show their commission, c the said ambassadors, wanting such
power, were forced to confess that they had no manner of com-
mission to commune of those matters '. They gave * gay words ',
but were obviously only anxious * to continue us in suspense '.

v.To SIR THOMAS WYATT

. . . First, when they proponed two overtures of marriage,
the one between us and the Duchess of Milan, the other between
our daughter the Lady Mary, and Don Louis the Infant of
Portugal; for the matter of our marriage we demanded, how,
and with what dote they would offer her unto us; whereunto
they first answered that they would give her the sum of
100,000 crowns in money and 15,000 crowns of yearly rent.

Then it was demanded why they should not give her with
all her rights in Milan, due by the force of her marriage there,
but limit unto her only 15,000 crowns : and here it was alleged,
what dishonour it should be to us by our part to put her from
her right and duty1 whatsoever it were.

They granted then that she should have dower there, and
required for that to know how the issue between us and her
should be provided for. It was answered, that albeit we have
a Prince which we trust in God shall live and reign after us, yet
we be not without provision of ordinary Dukedoms within our
realm for our younger sons, as York, Gloucester, Somerset, and
other, so as that issue could not be without certain living to
furnish them in their degree, which have been always by all our
progenitors applied to those uses, the least whereof is worth
16,000 ducats, or thereabouts by estimation.

Then was it demanded what assurance should be made for
the payment of that dowry; and also how the money should be
paid.

To the money they answered generally that there should be
good assurance put in for it.

1 i.e., the portion due to her.
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